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Retention of Illinois Students & Equity (RISE) Act and 
Alternative Application for Illinois Financial Aid 

The RISE (Retaining Illinois Students and Equity) Act was signed into law at UlC on June 21,2019 and 
allows state and institutional financial aid eligibility to a subset of students who were previously 
ineligible. The Alternative Application for Illinois Financial Aid provides a pathway for students to apply for 
the MAP Grant and institutional funding at UlC. 

Students impacted by the RISE Act include: 

• Undocumented students who are Illinois residents 

• Transgender students who do not complete a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) due to 
the requirement to report their gender “at birth” 
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[https:/^studentportal.isac.org/en/alternativeapp] 


[https:/^ www.isac.org/students/before- 

college/financial-aid-planning/retention-of- 

illinois-rise-act/] 


https://financialaid.uic.edu/aid-process/illinois-rise-act/ 
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The Alternative Application for Illinois Financial Aid is available now for the Fall 2020 and Spring 2021 
Award Yearl (Link above) 

The information provided on this application will determine Fall 2020 and Spring 2021 state and 
institutional aid eligibility. 

UlC also will award up to $1850 in the UlC Opportunity Grant to currently enrolled, newly eligible 
students during the Spring 2020 semester. We will use the Fall 2020 and Spring 2021 application 
information to determine eligibility for Spring 2020. Please see Op portunity Grant 
[http://financialaid.uic.edu/types-of-aid/grants/institutional-grants/] for more information on this 
program. 

Your application must be on file with ISAC by our February 15, 2020 priority deadline for consideration for 
Spring 2020 institutional aid. 

We anticipate receiving application information from ISAC in late February/early March of 2020. We will 
contact all students eligible for Spring 2020 UlC Opportunity Grant funding at that time. 

If you are unable to submit your application, please contact the Illinois Student Assistance Commission 
(!SAC) 

[https://www.isac.org/students/before-college/financial-aid-planning/retention-of-illinois-rise-act/] for 
more information. 


https://financialaid.uic.edu/aid-process/illinois-rise-act/ 
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